














By Rebecca Charry

ACMT’s native English speakers and native Croatian 
speakers always do their best to communicate, but slang terms 
and colloquial sayings often create confusion along the way. But 
Croatians and Americans can really be saying the same thing 
even if it doesn’t seem that way.

One is the hand is better than two in the bush.
Bolje vrabac u ruci nego golub na grani.
A sparrow in the hand is better than a big pigeon  in the tree.

You can’t have your cake and eat it too.
Ne mo�eš imati i jare i pare.
You can’t have sheep and money too.

�e early bird gets the worm.
Tko rano rani dvije sre�e grabi.
He who wakes early is twice as fortunate.

Look before you leap.
Ispeci pa reci.
�ink before you speak.

A watched pot never boils.
Strpljen, spašen.
Be patient and you’ll be saved.

I gave you an inch and you took a mile.
Dam ti prst, a ti uzmeš cijelu ruku.
I give you a �nger and you take the whole hand.

What comes around, goes around.
Tko drugom jamu kopa sam u nju upada.
If you dig a hole for someone else, you’ll fall in.

Don’t bite the hand that feeds you.
Ne sjeci granu na kojoj sjediš
Don’t cut the branch you sit on.

You scratch my back, I’ll scratch yours.
Ruka ruku mije.
One hand washes the other.

Lost in translation?
A guide to common sayings
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When Spell Check Doesn’t Help: A True Story
Hooray for spellcheck! Now English spelling is easy, right? 

Wrong! Spellcheck can do more harm than good if you just 
click on the �rst word that the computer o�ers. 

�e following sentences will “pass” spellcheck but still 
contain hilarious mistakes. Can you �nd them? Can you correct 
them? Test yourself, and laugh along the way. 

I learned a lot in collage, and hope to apply this knowledge to 
my carrier. 

Global worming is one of the biggest treats to the world today. 
�is problem will a�ect every human bean! But it’s not too late jet. 
Infect, we can concur any problem if we work together and �ght. 
After all, it seems that life is just one big beetle!

Dubrovnik is often called �e Pear of the Adriatic.

I had a very bed experience with one of my costumers. 

We must accelerate the lunch of this company!

�ere is a hidden massage in this text.

If I got a bed grade in school, my parents would lover my launch 
money. I was not good in math, but that did not mean I was dump!

I come from the beautiful town of Zadar. We have a very 
famous sea orgy.

Dear professor, I am sorry I did not read the essay in your 
curse pack.

Remember, you can’t always relay on spellchecker!
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